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     The house next door is empty and quiet.  For almost fifty years its rooms were
alive with the sounds of joyous living.  I miss experiencing the activity of a family
whose lives were filled with love, not only for each other, but for all those lives they
touched.
     Since our houses were constructed at the same time and occupied within a few
days of each other, some people jokingly commented that living next door to my
minister might be “difficult.”  How wrong they were!  No one has ever been more
encouraging and inspiring on my journey of faith than these two neighbors.  My life
was greatly enriched by their tremendous love. 
     We shared coffee, yard tools, secrets, and advice. We cried together and laughed
together; and sometimes yelled at the six active children / three in each family /
who have now grown up to be fine adults with noisy homes of their own.
     While their departure has left a deep void in my life, their rare friendship and the
memories we shared have helped me through this sad, difficult stretch of my
journey.  I look forward to times in the near future when the house next door will
again ring with happy voices.  Heaven is probably experiencing new sounds of
laughter and joy now that Gaylord and Faith Lehman have arrived at their new
residence!



Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:Prayer:

Christ, our life, through baptism we were buried with you and rose to life with you, 
  / may we walk today in newness of life. 
 Lord, you have brought blessings to all humanity, 
  / bring us to share your concern for the good of all. 
 May we work together to build up the earthly city, 
  / with our eyes fixed on the city that lasts for ever. 
 Healer of body and soul, cure the sickness of our spirit, 
  / so that we may grow in holiness through your constant care.
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Hebrews 9:23/28Hebrews 9:23/28Hebrews 9:23/28Hebrews 9:23/28

Thus it was necessary for the sketches of the heavenly things to be purified with
these rites, but the heavenly things themselves need better sacrifices than these. For
Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one,
but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our
behalf. Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy
Place year after year with blood that is not his own; for then he would have had to
suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has
appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself.
And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, so
Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time,
not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 

Psalm 84Psalm 84Psalm 84Psalm 84

How lovely is your dwelling place,
   O Lord of hosts! 
 My soul longs, indeed it faints
   for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh sing for joy
   to the living God. 

 Even the sparrow finds a home,
   and the swallow a nest for herself,
   where she may lay her young,
at your altars, O Lord of hosts,
   my King and my God. 
 Happy are those who live in your house,
   ever singing your praise.



          Selah 

 Happy are those whose strength is in you,
   in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 
 As they go through the valley of Baca
   they make it a place of springs;
   the early rain also covers it with pools. 
 They go from strength to strength;
   the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 

 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;
   give ear, O God of Jacob!
          Selah 
 Behold our shield, O God;
   look on the face of your anointed. 

 For a day in your courts is better
   than a thousand elsewhere.
I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
   than live in the tents of wickedness. 
 For the Lord God is a sun and shield;
   he bestows favor and honor.
No good thing does the Lord withhold
   from those who walk uprightly. 
 O Lord of hosts,
   happy is everyone who trusts in you. 


